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How Safe is my Cat?

Pupis from Waitati, Karitane, Purakaunui and
Port Chadmers schools used GPS +trackin
and motion sensitive cameras  aroun
decommissioned (unset and unable to be set)
+m|9 boxes to determine how safe our cats
are around the -l-yfes of Pes+ +mps that are
to be used within the Halo Projed area.
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Aims:

Through our citizen science Prolec-l-, we wanted to find out:

. Aré our Pe+ cats a risk to birds that leave Orokonui
Ecosanctuary?

2. Are our Pe+ cats safe from the +ra|95 (DOC 200 and
Timms) we wil be using to catch other mammalian

redators in the Halo Project?
3. hat other animals are interested in these +m|99?

The cats:

30 cats from 33 households were involved in the project. School children volunteered their
cats for the s+ua‘18/. To Par+icipa+e, cats had to be heavier than 32 kc? older than one year
and heaH-hy Al of the cats Parﬁcipaﬁng in the Projec’r were neutered. Only five of the 36
Parﬂcipaﬁng cats re@ularly wore colars prior o Parﬂcipaﬁng.

Methods:

The first task was to establish how far cats travel from their
home. To do this, GPS 4racker colars were aottached +o the
cats fo map their movements over a two-week Period. Their
furthest GPS locations were Joined together and the area inside
calculated by the school children to give each cats’' home range.

The second task was to see how our cats acted around traps. Decommissioned Timms and
DOC200 traps were laced n the back gardens of families with cats. The Timms were
baited with cinnamon-scented aPPIe and the DOCZ200 with sardines (Please note: this is NOT
recommended bait), and subsequenﬂ exchanged for rabbit meat and an 6?2 (correct bait).
A motion-sensitive camera was set up to record all ac+ivi+y around the two ops. A total of
203 recordings were collected.

The chidren then watched all of their trap videos and documented what animals
they saw and what those animals did around the +rap boxes.

Finally, those families who had a cat in the s+udy recorded ¥ their cat caughi-
any prey and what it was, over a one month period.
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KCSUH‘S _ HOW Par dO c a+§ _h,-ave‘? Puss Puss' home ronge area Boo Boo's home ronge areaD

Rural-living cats roamed much further than urban-living cats. The averagehome rdxge for rural cats is

19.09a (sée area on far left) and For urban cats is 3.00ha (see left)- ounger cats tqvel further than older cats

FIrERmEgEal and many cats roamed £urther at night (average nge 109G ha), dQmpared to day (average
: 3 home range 3I5 ha). We discovered that_eré 18 month od cat (Puss Puss\had an extraordinar

home ronge of 22727 ha whist anoth ventyred O.75 ha. Bot

cat, a 7 year old (Boo Boo) onl

Cats and (some ologs) were aotHracted to the DOCZ200 trgps,
with cats predominantly using them as a perch. Using he
correct bart (rabbit an eggs and PosH-ioning (at the back|of
the +raP) we saw no cats attempt to retrieve it. Cats pnd
dogs were not interested in the Timms traps at al

Possums (target pest) loved the cinnamon scented apple i
Timms +rap. Hed ehogs loved every+hin - op les, sardine
rabbit (+ar9e+ pe ). Rats were adlso spotted investigati 9
traps (target Pes+). Birds werent at dll interested in"ei
the traps.” Interestingly, stoats, ferrets and weasels were not
SPOH’ on any of the recordings.

Ten cats cau9h+ 59 prey, including mice and five
rots. Further to our research, cats bring home Just a third o a =
et a. 203). Also, a Iarge number of companion cats in areas inhabited b
only recorded rey cap+ured b\/ ten cats, the other cats in our stud \O
Addi-l-ionally, there are many more companion cats in these areas that we didn't sample, which will also be ca+chin9 preg.

Recommendations - What can cat owners do<

Keepin cats indoors at night con reduce their roaming. Durin% the day, cofe

cover (colars are separa+e) to help s+op them from ca+chin9 ird and lizard prey. These can be puarchased from

Orokonui Ecosanc+uary for $I7. We can adlso make sure our cats are neutered 14, prevent unwanteg¥reeding. h some

laces this is done for FREE: West Harbour residents can call Terry Marler at Rioneer Hall: Q 35 49G iF you have

a cat that requires neu+erir;|9. On the tra Foo+a9e, it was hard to tell if some cavg were”owned or stray. Collars
enti -

and microchippin con help i Fy et cats. Welington Ci+y Council has introduced a bylaw that Iegally requires / SPEEDPRINT
owned cats over the age of 12 weeks to be microd ipped. CJ

Recommendations - What can peo le who want to Pro+ec+ birds do?
Get involved with the Halo F’rojec-h Contact halocoordinatorEogmailcom. " Also, it is really impor+an+ that if you are oing to use Timms l i

® collar-

~ Birdsbesafe®

or DOCZ200 traps they must be wel-maintained ond baits must be used correc-H\/. Use the righ’r baits for the rig + aps and place
the bait in the correct position within the traps. Contact us if you are unsure.




